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Hello everyone and welcome to the March 2023 TBC 
 
If you remember the 1970s, read on and jog your memory.  If you were not 
around in the ‘70s, still read on and see the history your parents and relatives 
experienced by visiting our collection in Tarves Heritage from April onwards.  
Present life has been shaped by previous events, and the ‘70s followed on from 
the swinging ‘60s, where the �rst taste of personal freedom and expressions 
grew. 
They weren’t years of overt wealth; politics weren’t so prominent and questioning 
and reporting was not as biased as it is now.  There were strikes, petrol 
shortages, 3-day weeks with a build-up of rubbish caused by the 3-day week, and 
heavy industry and coal mining were slowly failing.   
Clothes  – men’s trousers so wide they could have ‘sailed’ across the Atlantic, 
with women’s trousers not too far behind.  Does anyone remember the clothing 
shop in the ‘70s on Crown Street (just round the corner with Union Street) – called 
Time Machine? I remember at the beginning of term-time, books were not on the 
agenda but a visit to Time Machine was!    
Films  – We had �lms depicting extreme su�ering and lighter entertainment. Who 
can remember seeing The Deer Hunter for the �rst time and not feeling 
unbelievably sad at the whole, mostly unknown out-with the USA, story of the 
Vietnam War? And there were lightweight �lms that still stand the test of time, for 
example, Grease – still high on the enjoyment level, and Butch Cassidy and the 
Sundance Kid. 
Magazines – Cosmopolitan, Jackie, Melody Maker, New Musical Express, Punch 
with its Bill Tidy cartoons, most of which are archived now and worth an afternoon 
on the laptop. Cosmopolitan is still active with content so removed from the 70s, 
hard to believe this is the same magazine! 
Record shops  – Saturday afternoons were spent at waist-height wooden square 
frames, �icking through the record covers before buying David Bowie, Bob Dylan, 
The Who, Slade and many more.  Cassettes weren’t quite ready for the market 
until the 80s and CDs and DVDs were letters from the alphabet.  Record players 
were on the ‘wanted’ gift list, and do you remember the 3 speed settings – 33rpm, 
45rpm, and 78rpm?  Then you had to be careful with the needle 
or forever there would be a repeat of words/music where the 
record had been scratched………. and forget speakers, these 
were allegedly built in to the system.  
…….and some 1970s TV which really is best forgotten; Charlie’s 
Angels, The Golden Shot, The Liver Birds and the opposite, with 
regular re-runs of Monty Python, Star Trek and T*p of the P*ps. 
 
So, have a read of Tarves Heritage’s article on page 15 and join us for a tour of 
the 1970s – we have the music, the tech available at the time, garish table china, 
brown �oral dresses and more. They may all jog your memory. 
Hope readers will join us and enjoy the 1970s in 2023 Tarves. 
 
Ruth ,  TBC Editor 
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Dear Friends 
 
As I sit down to write this letter the devastating images of the earthquake on the 
Turkish Syrian Border just a few days ago are being beamed around the world.  
And the questions that come to mind as they so often do when disaster strikes 
are summed up in that short three-letter word “Why?”  Why the death of so many 
innocent children?  Why the suffering and pain and grief?  Why so much Why?  
We try to process what we are seeing, to make sense of events unfolding before 
our eyes.  But the bottom-line is that we cannot begin to rationalise events such 
as these no matter how hard we try.  And we are left with that word of lament, 
“Why”.  All we can hope to do is respond as we are able with compassion and 
generosity. 
For people of faith such events often raise another difficult question, “Where is 
God when disaster strikes?”  Some may be tempted to think that God has turned 
his back on the world.  Or that a God who would allow such a thing to happen is 
not worthy of our worship, far less our trust.  Yet deep down we know that just as 
the question “Why? evokes a response not from our rational thought, but from our 
very heart and soul, so too does that question, “Where is God when disaster 
strikes?” 
For Christians that deep-down response finds its centre in the cross that lies at 
the heart of the Easter story.  On the cross, we believe that out of love, God in 
Christ chose the path of suffering and death.  And in that cross, we see the extent 
to which God is prepared to go to share the pain of creation, and not only to share 
that pain but to overcome it opening a new way of life to all.  In the Bible we read 
about the God of love, the God who will if we open our hearts to him accompany 
us on our journey through life, through the good times and the more difficult days.  
The cross is God’s answer to that question “Where is God when disaster strikes?”  
God is with us in the midst and the mess and the muddle that is this life.  
Too often at Easter time instead of walking the more difficult road through Holy 
Week we choose to jump from Palm Sunday, when we sing our Hosannas wave 
our palm branches, welcoming Jesus as king, - we jump from there to Easter 
Sunday when we sing our Alleluias before the empty tomb, celebrating 
resurrection and new life.  But real life is not like that.  Real life is not and never 
has been a bed of roses.  The Bible does not shy away from reality but 
encourages us to embrace it, but to embrace it in light of the whole Easter story, 
holding fast to the promise it contains that God is indeed with us through the 
worst of times as well as the best of times, and that in the end, the pain and 
suffering and death that all of us experience do not have the last word, because 
Jesus gave his life for the life of the world and all its people.   
This year the Formartine Churches are seeking to walk through Holy Week 
together, as well as in their individual communities.  You will find details of the 
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services and activities elsewhere in this newsletter and all are welcome to come 
along and learn about and reflect more on different aspects of the Easter story 
and the cross that lies at its heart. 
 
I wish you every blessing this Easter-time. 
 
With warmest wishes 
 Alison I Swindells 
Your friend and minister 

 
Tarves Kirk News

Barthol Chapel and Tarves United Sunday Worship
 * 10.00am in Tarves Kirk followed by refreshments
    This may change for special services.
Join on Zoom if you wish – large print orders of service are available each Sunday. Let me 
know if you would like one. We hold Holy Communion on the last Sunday of most months. 
The church is set out café style and at each place an individual glass of non-alcoholic wine 
and a piece of gluten free bread are set out. I encourage you to join with us as this replaces 
the twice-yearly Communion service.

Memories of Kathy Lawrie
We were sad to learn of Kathy’s death in October last year. She was a stalwart of 
the Kirk in Tarves for most of her life. Her involvement included Sunday School, 
choir, flower arranging and Session Clerk. Kathy was a Guide leader and delivered 
meals on wheels; she was a devoted aunt and a valued friend. The church was her 
mainstay and we missed her when she left the village to live nearer her nieces. In 
Kathy’s passing Tarves has lost another ‘worthy’.

Farewell to Fiona
Fiona Lister has been on placement with us for around 18 months and it is with 
mixed feelings that we say ‘Thank You and Goodbye’. She will soon be ordained 
and inducted into her first charge as a Minister. She has contributed so much to the 
life and worship of our churches in Barthol Chapel, Tarves and the wider grouping. 
We have watched her grow and been moved and touched by her ministry. She has 
many gifts to bring to her new Parish of Aberdeen North and we wish her God’s
blessing at this exciting time for her and her family. Fiona, you will be missed.

Formartine Churches Together
As part of our ongoing move towards becoming a single parish we have planned 
some shared activities for Lent, Holy Week and Easter. There are two Lent studies 
to choose Chapel with a Walk of Witness from Tarves. Methlick, Udny and 
Pitmedden will have similar walks in their respective  communities. Evening 
services will be held on the Wednesday, Thursday and Friday of Holy Week in 
Tarves, Pitmedden and Methlick respectively. A sunrise service on Easter Sunday 
will again be held at Haddo Country Park. Full details can be found in the TBC and
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M : 07796 827738    info@michaelsmobiletyres.co.uk

www.michaelsmobiletyres.co.uk

Professional, Speedy Response
Throughout Aberdeen & Grampian

MOBILE TYRE FITTERS
And AUTO SERVICES

• Same day / Next day / Weekend service

•  Puncture repairs

•  Light bulb replacement / Wipers

•  Brakes inspection & replacement

•  Shocks & springs

•  Car, Van & 4x4 tyres

•  Locking wheelnut removal

•  

•  Battery check & replacement

•  Tyre rotation

•  Mechanical services

Find us on            /themurlytuck          

Closed Mondays
Tue-Sat 

9am - 4pm
Sun 

10am - 4pm

The Old School, 3 The Square, Tarves, Ellon  AB41 7GX

T :  01651  851489

Winter tyres �tted
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Friendly, casual
atmosphere for 

Breakfast, Lunch, 
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and on our website.  You are very welcome to join us as we celebrate this 
most important Christian Festival.  Up-to-date news and information can 
always be found at www.tarveschurch.org and the facebook page.  We are 
here for everyone in the parish so please get in touch if there is anything we 
can do to support you or someone you know.  District Elders do their best 
to keep in touch with folk but you are welcome to phone us should you wish 
to speak to someone.  Thank you to elders and members for your contin-
ued efforts to put your faith into action in very practical ways in our community.    

Susanna Bichard – Session Clerk
01651 851345 or smbichard@aol.com  

Living Lent, Holy Week, and Easter 2023 in 
Churches across the Formartine area   

1 Lent
 “The Third Day” Lent Discussion Group meeting over coffee and rowies 
at the Manse, Tarves during Lent Saturdays 9.30-10.30am commencing 
Saturday 25 February. 

Building on the Sanctuary First Advent series “Finding Time this Christmas” 
which was offered across the Formartine area, we would like to invite you 
to participate in their “The Third Day” Lent Series, which focuses on recon-
ciliation and resurrection in the Psalms and the Gospels.    

Saturday 25 February    God’s Place, our Passion 
Saturday 4 March          God’s Poetry, our Praise  
Saturday 18 March        God’s Paths, our Poverty 
Saturday 25 March        God’s Providence, our Pasture 
Saturday 1 April   God’s Patience, our Pardon 
Saturday 8 April   God’s Pain, our Presence  

These discussion groups are supported by brief and accessible daily 
reflections on the theme for the week which can be accessed through the 
website  www.sanctuaryfirst.org or by email.    Everyone is welcome to all 
or any of these meetings.  Further details available from 
Rev Alison Swindells aswindells@churchofscotland.org.uk  

24/7 Lectio Divina Course – How to Hear God through Scripture reading.    
If you prefer a regular evening meeting then Rev Valerie Mitchell is offering 
this course throughout March at Methlick Church on a Wednesday evening 
at 7.30pm or a Friday morning at 9.30am.  Further details available from 
Valerie Valmitchell2@gmail.com 
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 TOLQUHON 
 GALLERY

Winter Exhibition until March 2023 
JOLOMO Exhibition April 2023

Tolquhon, Tarves, Ellon,  AB41 7LP   T: 01651 842343  E: art@tolquhon-gallery.co.uk

www.tolquhon-gallery.co.uk



 

2 Holy Week Sunday 2 - Saturday 8 April 
 

Palm Sunday Pilgrimage : 
Walks to Church in the different communities and participate in Service of 
Readings and Hymns for Palm Sunday at your destination.   

 Tarves to Barthol Chapel – walkers leave from the Square in Tarves 
9.30am.  Service in Barthol Chapel Church commences 11.15am 

 Udny to Pitmedden – walkers leave Udny Green at  9.00am.   Service in 
Pitmedden Church commences 10.00am 

 Methlick still to be arranged  

Wednesday : 7.00pm  Service in Tarves   
 
Thursday : 7.00pm Maundy Thursday Meal and Communion in Pitmedden Church 
 
Good Friday :   

 12noon Carrying the Cross outside on Udny Green 
7.00pm Worship for Good Friday evening at Methlick Church 

3 Easter Sunday Celebrations - 9 April  
 
 Sunrise Service at Haddo House – meet in the carpark at 6.00am   
 Udny and Pitmedden  10.00am 
 Tarves    10.00am 
 Methlick  10.30am 
 Haddo Chapel Easter Evening Service 6.00pm 

Easter Gardens created by the Youth Organisations for each of the 5 
communities – please feel free to add your own contribution to these gardens. 
 
Walk-through Holy Week Activity has been offered to each of the 5 primary 
schools during week beginning 20 March.  If you would like to help with these 
activities please contact Alison Swindells aswindells@churchofscotland.org.uk or 
Caroline Brown CarolineFYP@outlook.com 

 
Fairtrade Fortnight is Monday 27 Feb – Sunday 12 
March  when Mid-Formartine Fairtrade group will be 
highlighting the urgent threat to the future  of the foods we love 
and the livelihoods of the people who grow them.  Six local 
schools are keen to learn  more and Fairtrade group members 
will visit them to talk about Fairtrade’s work.  Also during 
Fairtrade Fortnight, our local Co-ops in Pitmedden and 
Oldmeldrum will be promoting Fairtrade products. 
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News from the Square 
 

I hope you all had a great Christmas and enjoy the rest 
of this year. 
 
The village planters have not survived the snow and 
frost very well but the bulbs are pushing through, a sure 
sign that spring is just round the corner.  The weather 
has been good lately and we can only hope it continues 
so that plants and gardens can burst into life. 
 
In the meantime stay safe and well. 
 
“The Tarves Plooman” 
 

Tarves Primary School –  
Parent Teacher Association news 

 
The PTA Team would like welcome Mr Adrian Anderson to the school in the role 
of Head Teacher. We wish Adrian every success in the role and look forward to 
working with him and helping the school where we can.  
 
The annual school Fete is planned for the 20 th May 2023 and we appreciate times 
are tight but the PTA Team would really appreciate any donations for either the 
Tombola or for  the ra�e. The school fete is one of the big events that the PTA 
Team hold and we hope everyone can support it on the day. 
 
For any parent or carers looking to get updates on dates for the PTA/SC meetings 
or other school announcements – please join the Tarves School PTA Facebook 
page.  
 
Thank you 
 
Liam McKinney 
PTA Chair 

 
 

Barthol Chapel Indoor Bowling 
 
Barthol Chapel carpet bowlers meet every Tuesday at 7.30pm in the school 
during term time.  

We look forward to meeting all who wish to try bowling. The 
club has spare bowls. 
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Tarves Primary School 
Head Teacher:  Mr Adrian Anderson 
Duthie Road, Tarves, Aberdeenshire, AB41 7JX          
01651 267445  
tarves.sch@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
www.tarves.aberdeenshire.sch.uk 
Twitter: @TarvesSchool  
 
Welcome from New Head Teacher – Mr Adrian Anderson 
It gives me great pleasure to introduce myself as the new Head Teacher of 
Tarves School.  Many of you will recognise my name as I was previously Head 
Teacher at Barthol Chapel School. I feel very privileged to have been appointed 
as the Head Teacher of Tarves School. I am looking forward to working with the 
whole community in moving Tarves School forward. I believe that Tarves School 
has many great strengths and the relationship between parents/carers, sta� and 
pupils is crucial to the success of the school. By working together, we can ensure 
that children enjoy their time at Tarves, make good progress and leave us with 
the necessary skills and attitudes to be successful. I have high expectations of the 
children and will continue to expect excellent behaviour, encourage a positive 
attitude to learning and promote good health and wellbeing. 
A good way of staying up to date on school information is to visit our website at 
http://www.tarves.aberdeenshire.sch.uk/   From there you can �nd several sources 
of information that will keep you informed.  The website will be updated and 
refreshed in the months ahead.   
Before I go any further, I would like to personally thank Mrs Anderson and Miss 
Craft for their leadership since Mrs Conn’s departure.  They have dedicated their 
e�orts to ensuring the school has successfully operated smoothly during the 
interim period.  I am sure you will join me in thanking them. 
 
Scots Poetry Competition 
Congratulations to all pupils who entered the Scots/Doric Poetry 
Competition.  We were joined by Anne Forster from Meldrum 
Rotary to judge the poetry recital.  She was amazed and 
delighted at the e�ort all pupils had put into learning and 
performing their selected poem.  The winners joined Mr 
Anderson on Friday 3rd  Feb for a Hot Chocolate and Treat.  The winners were 
Abbie (P1), Leo (P2), Ailsa (P3), Nylah (P4), Isla (P5), Finlay (P6) and Noah (P7). 
 
World Thinking Day 2023 
This day has been celebrated as a day of international friendship 
annually since 1926 and is shared by over 41 million members of 
the Girl Guiding and Scouting associations in over 216 countries. 
Pupils who are members of Girl Guiding, Scouting, Boys Brigade or 
any other team/activity from Sports to drama group organisations  
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Call Colin for a professional response...
T: 01651 851395           Keep it Local!

18

 
 

 

 

 

12
Tarves & Barthol Chapel Newsletter : March 2023

www.thistleandgrey.co.uk

LUXURY HOME FRAGRANCES
From

Aberdeenshire Based

• Candles  •  Wax Melts  •  Di�users
T: 07513 858416

fragrances@thistleandgrey.co.uk

A truly special gift

Ythanbank, Ellon, Aberdeenshire

Call us on MOB: 07511 442650
email: cngardeningmaintenance@gmail.com

Find us on ,



were invited to wear their ‘uniform’ to school on Wednesday 22nd February to 
celebrate World Thinking Day. 
 
Evening Express – Pounds for Primaries 
Tarves School and Nursery is taking part in the Evening Express Pounds for 
Primaries.  There’s £15,000 in the 
Pounds for Primaries prize fund.  
Every school which collects 250 or 
more will get at least £100.  The 
three schools that collect the most in 
their category – based on the size of 
their school roll – will win the big 
prizes.  We have a collection box at 
the entrance of the school to drop o� 
tokens.  Start snipping now!  
 
SSPCA Primary School Workshops 
We welcomed Emily Smith from SSPCA to Tarves School 
to deliver age-speci�c workshops which help children 
develop into responsible citizens within their communities 
and understand the importance of treating animals with 
kindness and compassion.  Some classes learned more 
about animal behaviours and our interactions with them, 
and other classes had the opportunity to take part in 
‘animatronics’ where they built and coded a robot bunny. 
 
Red Nose Day  
Our Primary 6/7 class have been tasked with planning 
and organising Red Nose Day at Tarves School which is 
on Friday 17 March 2023.  It feels like we all need a 
laugh right now, and Red Nose Day is all about coming 
together, spreading joy, and having an enjoyable day in 
school. The pupils have been considering the variety of 
ways in which the day can be celebrated in school to 
raise money and learn more about the cause. 
 
Rag Bag Recycling Scheme 
A reminder that we have a Rag Bag Container in 
our school playground.  The 'Rag Bag' recycling 
scheme has been developed to provide regular 
fundraising for schools in Scotland.  The scheme 
increases awareness about textile recycling.  
Please think of us if you are having a clear out.  We 
can accept clothing, paired shoes, handbags, belts 
etc.  Just pop them into a bag and deposit in the 
container. 
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Tarves

Take a fresh
look...
Your local SPAR at the
heart of your community

Monday - Saturday 7am - 8pm
Sunday 7am - 6pm

All in your local          
The Square, Tarves, Ellon  AB41 7GXThere for you



 

Tarves Heritage Project 
 

Firstly, a big thank you to our December winter talk speaker, 
Janice Paton.  She gave an amazing insight into how a young 
Shetland lass started her nursing career in Aberdeen, became 
a midwife and had so many interesting stories throughout her 
talk.  A very well attended evening and we thank you for your 
support.   Our November winter talk had to be postponed due to 
bad weather but will be re-scheduled and we will advertise this 
as soon as possible, using Facebook, website and our new 
noticeboard which will be situated in the Heritage courtyard 
soon. 
 

Our Craft mornings are becoming very popular with the younger 
generation and Tuesday 14th February was no exception with a 
great turn out and lots of fun making da�odils, chickens, 
bunnies and sheep – and a thank you to those who took photos 
and to the families who agreed to using the photos. We thank you for your support and
perhaps you will all come back with your families when we open in April. 
 

We will have some new displays for this year, with a 1970’s theme. It was amazing the
memories  we had when this was being discussed, perhaps this gives you an idea of the
committee’s age group!   We will be opening our doors to the public on Thursday 13th April
at 1pm to 4pm. Also open on a Friday and Sunday through to end of October 2023.
If you have never been to the Tarves Heritage Centre, please pop in as we are a friendly crew
and always ready to show you around out fantastic building, including a Victorian
 schoolroom and a 1940-1950s kitchen.  

Spring is almost here and we are looking forward to seeing lots of da�odils in the gardens
who made scarecrows last year.   Maybe now is the time to getting your thinking caps on
 for this year’s entries for the scarecrow competition.   
 

www.tarvesheritage.org.uk              
https://www.facebook.com/people/Tarves-Heritage-Project/100069371826599/  
 

Tarves Heritage Project - 100 Club winners January 2023 
 

Congratulations to all the winners in this draw and we thank you for your support over the past 
year.  Hopefully, you’ll continue to support Tarves Heritage Project by renewing your membership 
for 100 Club which is £12 per number and due by the end of March 2023.  Please �nd our bank 
details below which would be our preferred payment method: 

Virgin Bank sort code 62-63-10 Account no. 20100098 

However, if you only use cash or cheques these will, of course, be accepted.  Please drop o� at the 
Heritage Centre on a Monday or Thursday morning.   
 

If you’d like join the 100 Club, please contact Jane at the Heritage Centre 
tarvesheritage@outlook.com and you will be allocated numbers.   

£100 £50 £50 £25 £25 £25 £25 
8 113 127 153 120 75 98 
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Mike Beaton
Tel: 01651 851393
Mob: 07890 211895

Qualified Professional Certified Chimney Sweep
Traditional and Rotary Power Sweeping

CCTV and Pressure Integrity Testing
Solid Fuel Stove Appliance Service & Maintenance

  John Stone  •  07594 634409
www.diamondsweeps.co.uk  •  john@diamondsweeps.co.uk

DIAMOND SWEEPS
Qualified
Chimney Sweep
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Mid Formartine Guild 
Tarves with Udny and Pitmedden Churches 

‘Whose we are and whom we serve’ 

 
Thanks for the support we received for our two fundraisers last 
year; a co�ee morning and the Ythan Singers Christmas 
concert, allowing us to contribute to two of the Guild projects.  One is ‘Starchild’, a 
project to destigmatise the myths surrounding intellectual and physical disabilities 
in children in Uganda.  The other is ‘Pioneers’ promoting awareness of a small 
chocolate kitchen on an island in South East Asia enabling them to improve and 
expand the business and the life of their local community.  We also gave 
donations to Tarves and Pitmedden Churches to help cover electricity costs.  Our 
�nal donation was to Ellon Men’s Shed after Andy Leonard gave us an excellent 
talk on their activities. 
 
Our February Soup and Sweet lunch will have passed and as this is the �rst one 
in a few years, I’m sure it will have been a success. 
 
The World Day of Prayer on Friday 3 March gives us a chance to re�ect on and 
hear about women’s work in other countries.  This year was organised by the 
women of Taiwan and we were joined by members of Methlick and Barthol 
Chapel, some of whom took part in the service. 
 
We now look forward to our new summer session.  Our �rst event will take the 
form of a meeting and lunch in the Station Hotel, Ellon on Saturday 22 April. 
The following meeting will be in Tarves Church at 7pm on Thursday 3 May  when 
Graham Ritchie will talk about his work as a Justice of the Peace.  Those of you 
who have met Graham will know he is excellent speaker. 
 
Future meetings, which are on the �rst Thursday of June, July and August at 7pm 
in either Tarves or Pitmedden Churches will include speakers from the Guild 
projects. 
 
Our �nal meeting in September will be a visit to Ellon Men’s Shed to see their 
various activities and projects. 
 
We look forward to seeing old and new members at our sessions.  If you are 
interested in coming along to any meeting, or would like further information, 
please contact:      Jean  891081   -   Joan  851918   -   Doreen  851040 
 
Joan McGill 
Joint Chair Mid Formartine Guild 



RAILWAY  STATIONS HELIPORTS GOLF CLUBS WEDDINGSNIGHT OUT            AIRPORTS

TO AND FROM TARVES & BEYOND!
C A I R N L E I T H  F A R M   Y T H A N B A N K   E L L O N  A B 4 1  7 U B

 
P H O T O  C O U R T E S Y  -  T H E  H O U S E  O F  S C H I V A S  E S T A T E

booking@sorrellstaxis.com

Maestro
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Barthol Chapel School 
Head Teacher (Acting):  Mrs Gillian Newlands 
St Katherines, Inverurie, Aberdeenshire, AB51 8TD          
01651 267440  
bartholchapel.sch@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
www.bartholchapel.aberdeenshire.sch.uk 
Twitter: @BartholChapSch
It has been a time of change at Barthol Chapel School where we have said 
goodbye to our Head Teacher Mr. Anderson who was successfully appointed as 
Head Teacher at Tarves Primary. Although he will be missed in our school and 
community, we wish him every success in his new post and thank him for his 
commitment, time and e�ort at Barthol Chapel. I am delighted to take on the role 
of Acting Head Teacher and I will endeavour to continue the running of Barthol 
Chapel with the high standards and dedication we are all accustomed to, until 
matters are resolved for the long term. 
 
This term our learners have been busy 
as always developing their leadership 
skills by organising and leading our 
annual Burns Afternoon. This was the 
�rst Burns afternoon that we were able to 
have guests since restrictions have been 
lifted so it was tremendous for the pupils 
to have a ‘live’ audience to entertain.  
Pupils successfully recited poems, addressed the Haggis, 
toasted the lassies and lads and showcased our love for 
Scottish dancing. It was fantastic to see the pupils excel and 
show their talents. 
We extend a big ‘Thank you’ to all families and individuals who 
have supported the school this year. Your contributions really 
do make a di�erence! 
As always, we have aligned our learning to the 17 interlinked 
global goals designed to be a "blueprint to achieve a better 
and more sustainable future for all".  Our Global Goal of the month is Global Goal 
9 – industry, innovation and infrastructure. 
 
Fits above oor heids? 
This term our whole 
school learning 
context is called 
“Fits above oor 
heids?”  
 The pupils have 
been developing the 
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skills Critical Thinking and Problem Solving from our Barthol 
Chapel Skills Framework by researching the solar system and 
creating visual displays. 
 
The pupils 
have also been 
involved in 
STEM live 

lessons with real astronauts to �nd 
out more about what actually happens before, during and after 
going into space. P1-3 ‘Followed in the footsteps of Neil 
Armstrong’ allowing them to create their own space helmets. 
They will also be using Critical Thinking and Problem Solving to 
make a space rocket and station and will be showcasing all 
these skills during World Book Day. P4-7 looked at the forces 
of rocket science and have also been demonstrating their 
STEM skills, Critical Thinking and Problem Solving in designing space rockets. 
 
Barthol Chapel Church Visit 
We had a fantastic visit to Barthol Chapel Church as 
part of our RME block learning about di�erent religions. 
This block has focused on Christianity. The Parish 
Minister Alison Swindells and Mr. Hepburn welcomed 
us to the church and showed us round. The pupils 
were able to see �rst hand what they have been 
learning about in class in relation to di�erent places of 
worship, symbols and signi�cant parts of a church 
building.  
The pupils enjoyed re�ecting on what they had already 
discussed and discovered in class to seeing the actual 
artifacts and symbols present in the church for 
themselves. One interesting fact being the stained-glass 
window at the side of the church was in memory of the very �rst Head Teacher at 
Barthol Chapel School. 
Many Thanks again to Alison Swindells and Mr. Hepburn from all at Barthol Chapel. 
 

World Book Day 
We will be hosting an open afternoon for parents and 
carers during World Book Day. The pupils are working hard 
on preparing for this event and look forward to welcoming 
you to our Space themed day. P1-3 have been reading 
‘Field trip to the Moon’ and will be in astronaut mode to 
meet our visitors!  There will be other reading and craft 
activities throughout the day and for our visitors to get 
involved. We strive to encourage a love of reading that is 
fun for everyone. 

Call Colin for a professional response...
T: 01651 851395           Keep it Local!
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Rag Bag Recycling Scheme 
A reminder that we have a Rag Bag Container in our school playground.  The 
'Rag Bag' recycling scheme has been developed to provide regular fundraising for 
schools in Scotland.  The scheme increases awareness about textile recycling.  
Please think of us if you are having a clear out.  We can accept clothing, paired 
shoes, handbags, belts etc.  Just pop them into a bag and deposit in the container. 

A huge thank you to the community for supporting this important fundraiser.  We 
have been amazed at how quickly it �lls up.  On average we are receiving 
approximately £75 every three months! 
 

 
Calling all Knitters –  
Ythan Valley Rotary has delivered an amazing array of gorgeous knitted toys in 
the last few months to The Archie Foundation.  These toys have been 

lovingly knitted by rotarians, volunteers and the 
Cruden Craft Group.  
These toys give great 
pleasure to children 
in hospital in their 
time of need.   
Would you be able 
to knit one, or two, or 
three?  Knowing that a child in hospital will give 
it love….. 
If the answer is yes, please email Jacqueline 
for more details -  jacq6@hotmail.co.uk  
 

Tarves Allotments 
 
Everyone at the allotments is looking forward to the new growing 
season.  We've had a couple of plots change hands, so there'll be some new 
faces around and we'd like to say thanks to Donald and Jeanette McBoyle 
who are retiring from ‘allotmenteering’, but have provided lots of extra help at 
the site over the years.  All the plots are currently taken, but if anyone wants 
to know more about the allotments, please get in touch via 
tamsin_morris@yahoo.co.uk . 
 
Here's hoping for an early spring and a sunny summer! 
 
Tamsin Morris, Tarves allotments  
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Tarves Bowling Club 
Ever thought….maybe I should give the bowling a try?  

Or…… maybe the kids would like to play bowls?  
 

Now is your chance !  
Tarves Bowling Club are running a TryBowls  event, anyone of any age is 
welcome to come along and get a taste of what Bowls is like. Fun games 
including Basket Bowl, Noughts & Crosses, Battleships, Finders Keepers or even 
just a standard game of bowls will be available.  

 
A cup of tea, a �ne piece and bar will be available!  

 

Drop in Sunday 16 th April between 2pm & 5pm 
All equipment will be provided  

Please wear trainers or �at soled shoes (no heels)  

Any Questions?  Please contact Andy Duncan  

2023 Tarves Flower Show 
 

Just a wee reminder for your diary that the 73rd  Annual Flower Show this year will
Saturday, 12th August  in the Melvin Hall. 

 
Schedules for the Flower Show are available in the Spar shop, through where the magazines are on 
display .  You will notice a few changes in it this time and also the addition of a new trophy for the best 
Begonia �ower, kindly donated by Mrs Elma Hay in memory of her late husband Eddie, who was a 
great stalwart of the Show.

 
Anyone interested in giving of their time on the Thursday night before 
the Show, when all the tables and stands are set up, please give me a 
call.  Your help would be greatly appreciated. 
Thanks in advance. 
 
Sheila Ewen, Chairperson Tel: 851766 

Email: awd_scot@hotmail.com  
Tel: 07967 342147  

 be held on 



      23Tarves & Barthol Chapel Newsletter : March 2023

 Barthol Chapel Scottish Women’s Institute 
 

Christmas has been and gone, the days are starting to lengthen and 
now that we are starting to see a few snowdrops, there is hope and 
promise of spring and summer ahead.  
 
This means di�erent things to di�erent folk but for many ladies in SWI it 
means the start of the shows. Of course, women can be members and enjoy lots of wonderful 
opportunities available to us through the SWI without ever setting foot near a show, but for others it 
means brushing up on cookery skills or feverishly creating and �nishing beautiful pieces of craft 
work. Or in some cases – some wonky creations too!   There are a lot of husbands and partners 
used as guineapigs when it comes to rural show competitions! 
 
The SWI prides itself in keeping Scottish traditions alive and this is one of the many ways in which 
we do so.    Obviously, we all want a prize at the end!!! 
 
However, it goes way beyond that; it gives a purpose for keeping our skills current, it pushes us to 
learn new methods, it tests the boundaries of personal development, it allows us to share and 
discuss our knowledge and creates opportunities for people to see things that would otherwise be 
lost. 
 
This is why we have wee competitions each month at our meetings, we love to see what other folk 
have been able to create, we learn from each other, we share, and we have a bit of fun. 
 

Unfortunately, our January speaker had a fall and 
was unable to come out to Tarves, so we quickly 
planned a communal ‘heart to heart’ meeting.  By 
that, I mean 16 heart-shaped, padded angel pillows 
for Friends of Anchor at 
ARI.  These are given to 
post mastectomy 
patients and o�ers a 
soft surface which 
moulds to the chest 
area and allows some 
relaxation after breast 

surgery.  We sat round a table in the Aberdeen Arms with various 
stages of preparation of the pillows; cutting, shaping, stu�ng from a 
huge bag of hollow�bre �lling in the middle of the table, then the �nal 
hand sewing to close the pillows.  These were handed to Friends of 
Anchor on 8 February. 
 
Barthol Chapel SWI welcome all women and girls. We meet 3rd Wednesday of  each month

Aberdeen Arms Hotel, Tarves from 1pm -3pm.  
 
Kerry Keys 
President - Barthol Chapel SWI  

 at the 



Call Colin for a professional response...
T: 01651 851395           Keep it Local!

18

• New builds   • Data cabling   • Electric earthing   • Socket replacements
• Fuse box replacements   • CCTV installations and repairs

• High standard electrical works   • Electrical testing   • Complete rewiring
• Lighting   • 24-hour emergency call-out service

T : 07828 242535
www.aduguidelectrical.co.uk

aduguidelectrical@outlook.com

/aduguidelectrical /aduguidelectrical

All electrical work undertaken
Over 10 years experience
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Coffee & Chat
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Tea, co�ee & biscuits are served in 
Tarves Kirk from 10 – 11am every Tuesday  

 
A great way to meet up and have a 
blether for a suggested donation of 

just £2 per adult . 
 

Everyone made very welcome 

 Fun for pre-school children 
with games, songs & stories from 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Do come along 
& join in the fun 



Cafe 48

 

14 Oldmeldrum Road
Pitmedden AB41 7AG

Open Wed - Sat 
9.15am - 3.00pm

To book a table
please contact Cafe 48

01651 842346
or email

cafe@udnycommunitytrust.org.uk

     Community Café
in the heart of

Pitmedden

Check our Facebook page
for Daily Specials

www.facebook.com/pitmeddencafe

Soup & Sweet Special 
Every Wednesday. 
£7.50 per person. 
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- calling all mums, grandparents and carers 
 Tarves Tots was et up in January to provide much needed facilities to support young families in the 

village. 
 
We now have �ve to seven young mums coming along every Thursday morning with their babies 
and toddlers. The children have fun socialising with songs, stories, playing with toys and art and 
craft activities. At snack time our young mums enjoy chatting and making new friends. 
 
If you are new to the village or at home on a Thursday morning with a young child or children, 
please come along to Tarves Tots between 9.30 and 11.00am. in Tarves Church. You will be made 
very welcome
Joan and Marion 

 

The knitting ladies (and one loyal knitting gent ) 
from across the parish continue to share their 

enjoyment and skills in helping others with all the 
lovely knitwear created over the past few months.   

Abernecessities – December 2022 - just in time for Christmas, many Aberdeen children and 
adults welcomed lovely hat and scarf sets from your large donation to their collection centre in 
Dyce. 
January/February 2023 
Deeside schools – a box of bright hats for schoolchildren was delivered to a school in Deeside – 
they were welcomed by the group and would share asap. 
Cyrenians – this organisation issued an appeal during the very cold spell in January and we 
donated 18 knitted/crocheted blankets plus adult hats and neck-warmers to their warehouse.in 
Union Glen.
Malawi – we don’t have access to a carrier now, but Meldrum Church have kindly taken the last of 
the donated �sh/chip sets which were in the Church and they will ensure this is passed on to the 
Banana Box transport team.  Thank you, Meldrum. 
Special Care Baby Unit in Aberdeen - baby hats, cardigans plus baby blankets have gone to 
Ardlethen to be forwarded to the Matty.  A thank you also, to the ladies of Barthol Chapel WI for 
their donation of premature hats/cardigans to add to this recent donation.  The knitting is then 
shared round maternity units in Aberdeen and the Shire.  The Unit ask for white or very pale 
coloured knittingg only please. 
Ukraine  – donations of blankets, knitted jumpers and a big selection of hats, scarves and teddies 
were handed to Stella’s Voice in King Street for their next delivery to Ukraine.  You can read more 
about Stella’s Voice via their website www.stellasvoice.org.uk/news
Knitting and donations of wool can be handed to Jessie at Hanover (01651 851958), or collected via 
arrangement – please email me at tbc.editor@btinternet.com
We will keep an eye on the news for any appeals for Turkey.  Their collection centre in Aberdeen 
was full by Friday 10 February and they just couldn’t accept any more donations – but we’ll keep 
them in our thoughts for future help. Thank you everyone.    

Ruth , on behalf of Tarves Church 



HAIR BY JILL GRANT

Call Jill Grant on
T: 01651 851465                  M: 07790 336121

Hairdressing in the comfort 
of your own home.

15+ years experience 
in all aspects of hairdressing

COLIN TAYLOR

Call Colin for a professional response...
T: 01651 851395           Keep it Local!

Slating and Roofing work you can trust by
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Ivy Cottage, 32 Duthie Road, Tarves AB41 7JX
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Ellon and District Men’s Shed 

For your diary:   
 Shed Quiz at Ellon McDonald Golf Club  

  on Friday 17  March at 7pm (email         
ellonmensshed@gmail.com  to register a team) 

 Shed Open Day – Saturday 20 May  
  (11am – 3pm).   

On the 23rd November 2022 we opened for the �rst time as a ‘Warm Space’ for 
adults to come for company, warmth, free refreshment and food.  We have 
continued the ‘Warm Space’ opening on alternate Wednesdays (8th Feb etc.).  
Attendance has been variable but the last two were very busy – all there enjoyed 
good company and good fun.  How long we will keep o�ering this has still to be 
decided – but the ongoing level of attendance will be a key factor. 
These ‘warm space’ openings are in addition to our ‘normal’ Shed opening hours.  
On the 3rd December we held a pre-Christmas Open Day.  We were very busy 
with a BBQ (and other refreshments), sales of tools and items made in the Shed, 
and demonstrations of the model railway and the new CNC router machine 
(computer-controlled wood working).  The guys were very industrious in the run 
up to Christmas making reindeer, Santas, Christmas decorations etc.  In 2023 we 
will need to start making these things much earlier in the year! 
 
Annie’s Tea Room, next to Rowlands pharmacy in Ellon, have been very helpful 
to the Shed and are now selling Shed made items.  A big thanks to Annie’s for 
their Shed sales before Christmas! 
 
The Shed was closed for normal operatives over the Christmas and New Year 
holidays.  Since then, we have been very busy.  We applied for money from the 
Scottish Government’s Just Transition Fund to allow us to install a replacement 
wooden shed in the garden.  The fund allocation was based on public voting for 
the di�erent applications.  We were successful and were granted £5000.  We are 
very grateful to the number of people that voted for our proposal.  We will use the 
new shed to securely store items (mainly bikes and garden furniture) indoors 
before and after restoration.  Currently many of these items are left outside.  The 
new shed was purchased from Ythan Sheds in Ellon and was installed in late 
January. 
 
Several Shed members have been erecting an outdoor covered work workspace 
for bike repairs, furniture restoration etc. 
 
A number of members are going through a training programme to learn how to 
use our recently acquired CNC Router machine (computer-controlled wood 
working).  This is progressing well and we will shortly be starting evening training 
sessions so more people can be trained.  We have a growing list of items that we  
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William D Massie
Funeral Directors
Est 1945

Duthie Road, Tarves
T • 01651 851205   M • 07977 601046

maureen@wdmassie.co.uk
www.wdmassie.co.uk

MONDAY - FRIDAY 8.30am - 5pm
SATURDAY & SUNDAY BY APPOINTMENT

AIR TIGHTNESS TESTING

Tel : 01358 761438
Arlene : 07766 433011
Mark : 07801 385980

www.amhservices.co.uk
info@amhservices.co.uk

Tarves, Ellon, Aberdeenshire AB41 7LX

Tel : 01358 761438
Mark : 07801 385980

Cairnhill Bothy, Tarves, Ellon

Plastering Services

Mark      Harrison

Domestic & Commercial

 

Mobile Service

M: 078 336 70547

Proudly serving 
the Tarves & Barthol Chapel

areas with our services.
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envisage making: chopping boards, presentation plaques (photo) house signs, 
Christmas decorations, art work, stands for bonsai trees, engravings.  We are 
starting to take commissions! 
 
In October, Haddo Country Park held an art festival.  The Shed was heavily 
involved.  One of our members, Mike Bruce, created a wide range of large 
wooden ‘sculptures’ which were displayed on the art trail.  These included worms, 
centipedes, butter�ies and other creepy-crawlies (see photos).  I’m delighted to 
say that Mike has received a prize from Haddo in recognition of his excellent 
contribution to the art festival.  In fact, many of his creations are now being used 
in the Fairy Forest at Haddo. 
 
The Shed’s garden activities are starting to get going again preparing for spring 
with new raised beds and a revamped watering system in the polytunnel.  We 
plan to install a petanque (boule) piste before the summer with support from 
experienced petanque players. 
 
We are open for new members to join the Shed (membership is free).  Many are 
of the opinion that men need to be ‘good at DIY’, using machines etc. to enjoy the 
Shed – this isn’t true.  We welcome those who want to socialise, have a chat, play 
cards, browse the internet, read a book, as much as we welcome those who want 
to get stuck into the workshop or garden.  We have plenty of projects for men to 
get involved in, plus the new hobby spaces, new jigsaws, computers and plenty of 
board games and tea/co�ee and biscuits.  We’d also welcome those who would 
like to be involved in the administrative side of the shed (IT, secretarial, �nancial 
etc.). 
 
The Shed is there for men who may be feeling low, lonely and/or isolated.  This 
can particularly be the case after bereavement, redundancy, retirement, or family 
breakups.  We o�er a safe, friendly environment for men to get back on their feet 
again.  
 
If you are interested in visiting the Shed, becoming a member we would love to 
see you – we are open 10am-4pm on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday.  We also 
have a website (www.ellonmensshed.org) and a Facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/ellon.shed) where you can �nd further information. 
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News from 1st Tarves Guides 
 
Tarves Guides have had a busy start of the year.  
In our weekly meeting we have had ‘fun in the dark’, 
held a Burns Night party, challenged ourselves with 
‘Taskmaster’ and been on a chip walk – the chips 
were lovely thank you Aberdeen Arms! 

 
We are looking forward to our sleepover next week in the Youth Hall, and lots 
more fun in the term ahead, including a night with our local karate instructor, 
John, who is going to be teaching us self-defence.  
 
At the end of this term, we are going to the Nordic Ski Centre for tubing and 
cross-country skiing. 
 
Tarves Guides meet on Wednesdays from 6.30 till 8.00pm at Tarves Youth Hall. If 
your daughter would like to join us, or you would like to join the adult team, please 
email Kate and Sandie at tarvesguides@gmail.com or visit 
the girlguiding website and click the ‘register you daughter 
to join Guides’ link (Guides (10-14) | Girlguiding). 

 

 
Hanover news 

 
The knitting group are doing well with up to about 10 
regulars on a Tuesday afternoon at 2pm in Hanover 
lounge.   This is only February and so far, we've handed 264 items to Ruth, so 
well done to all the knitters. 
 
We �nally got out for Christmas lunch and we were delighted with the meal and 
service at Lochter. 
 
We are having a belated Burns lunch soon and we looking forward to that.   We 
have no entertainment arranged yet, but will let you know in due course. 
 
Jessie, 851958 
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Pulmonary Hypertension 
 
Pulmonary Hypertension is a rare and serious condition that once diagnosed 
cannot be cured. It a�ects the lungs and heart, and caused when the blood �ow 
to the lungs is restricted, resulting in swelling on the right side of the heart. It also 
means that the heart has to work harder because it is trying to push the blood 
through veins which have shrunk.   
 
The majority of patients have an autoimmune condition which has led to PH. The 
minority of patients may look well, but the slightest activity can cause 
breathlessness, extreme fatigue, dizziness, fainting, swelling in the legs and 
ankles.  
 
Currently around 8000 patients in the UK have been diagnosed with this 
condition.  
 
However, over the last 20 years treatments have helped to greatly improve the 
lives of PH patients. There are 7 specialised units in the UK with 6 in England and 
1 in Scotland - the Golden Jubilee Hospital in Glasgow. 
 
I will be doing some fundraising for the Pulmonary Hypertension Association UK 
by selling knitted �gures through my Facebook page Nicki PHA Ross or ra�ing 
o� these �gures 2-3 times a year.  

75% of the cost of a �gure will be 
donated directly to PHAUK.org with the 
remaining 25% going towards the cost 
of materials.   When I ra�e o� a �gure, 
100% of the amount raised will be 
donated to PHAUK.org. 

 
More information on the condition and the aims of the charity can be found on 
PHAUK.org and I hope you will support my initiative; it would mean a lot to all of 
the patients of this condition and to me.  
 
Nicki Ross 
Tarves 
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Thank-you to everyone who 
supported our Gingerbread village 
displays at Christmas.  I hope you 
found time to see them and will 
agree that they looked amazing.  
Special mention to Tarves Guides, 
Tarves Brownies, The Hut Youth  
Project and Barthol Chapel Youth 
Club for their fantastic contributions 
to the Tarves display. 
 
Plans are well under way for our 
Easter activities with an Interactive 
Walk-Through Holy Week 
experience for the school and Easter Garden display  at Tarves Church.  We 
invite the community to get creative and contribute crafted �owers – making it 
even bigger and better than last year. Creations must be weather proof and can 
be added any time from 20th  March – 10 th  April.    
Pitmedden Youth Café goes from strength to strength and we are delighted to 
regularly welcome almost 50 young people (P6 and older) on a Thursday 
afternoon 3.15 – 5.15pm: o�ering a warm and safe space to hang out with friends 
and enjoy sociable activities such as table tennis, pool, table football, air hockey, 
arts and crafts and snacks for free!  We have received some amazing feedback 
and look forward to continued success with the project.  We are very grateful to 
Inspire Scotland (Rural Islands & Communities Ideas into Action fund) and Local 
Giving: Magic Little Grants who’s funding helped get this project o� the ground 
and also to Udny Community Trust for their continued support and generous 
funding of Formartine Youth Project activities as a whole.   We hope to re-create 
a similar Youth Café model in Tarves later this year.  If this is something that you 
may be able to support please get in touch.  
Barthol Chapel Youth Club (for P6 and older) continue to meet on the last 
Friday of the month in Barthol Chapel Primary School 7-9pm.  It is It is very well 
attended.  Last month for ‘Time to Talk day’  on Thursday 2 February we spent 
time doing challenges and playing games to highlight the importance of  
  



John S. Middleton

Electrical Contractor

Alan Middleton

4 The Square
Tarves
Ellon
AB41 7JW
Tel: 01651 851662
Fax: 01651 851527

Tel: 07835 410690

● Moles

● Mice

● Rats

● Wasps

Charlie Ligertwood
Rowan Cottage

3 Tree Road
Tarves, ELLON

AB41 7JY
Tel: 01651 851502 Mob: 07889 770250

Fax: 01651 851502
Email: cligertwood@yahoo.co.uk

Haddo Estate
Firewood

Hardwood & softwood
logs available for
prompt delivery.

Please call
01651  851664

Approved Contractor

CHARLES LIGERTWOOD
JOINERS

Long-Established, Reliable Joiner

 

Domestic : Commercial :  Agricultural
          1 Balcairn Cottages
          Oldmeldrum, Inverurie
          Aberdeenshire AB51 0EU
             Tel:   01651 873699
             Mob: 07778 579369

enquiries@jimdowpestcontrol.co.uk
www.jimdowpestcontrol.co.uk

Jim Dow
Pest Control

● Moles

● Mice

● Rats

● Wasps

jimdowpestcontrol
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communication and connecting with people for our mental health.  We are looking 
forward to a trip ten-pin bowling at the end of March.  
Formartine Youth Project are delighted to have been chosen as one of the Coop 
local causes but we need your help!  We work alongside Barthol Chapel, Tarves, 
Methlick, Udny & Pitmedden churches to support young people in our 
communities: helping them to Be themselves, Believe in themselves and feel they 
Belong.  Please choose us as your Coop cause and help us continue to run 
activities such as Barthol Chapel Youth Club, Pitmedden Youth Café, school 
lunch time clubs & activities and support Mainly Music volunteers.   
By choosing us when you swipe your Coop membership card or scan the app we 
receive 1p from every £1 spent in store and rewards for yourself.  
https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/73372  
Not a Coop member? Find out more at https://www.coop.co.uk/membership
 
Our projects and activities can’t happen without the commitment of amazing 
individuals who sel�essly give their time to support the young people in our 
community and really make a di�erence.  If you would like to know more about 
any of the projects mentioned or might be interested and available to give a 
couple of hours a week, month or just ad-hoc, please consider getting in touch: 
carolinefyp@outlook.com
Follow us on Facebook: Formartine Youth Project or Instagram: 
formartineyouthproject for regular updates.  
 
 
 

 

Tarves Pétanque 

Following a successful �rst year, we will be looking to start playing again once the 
weather gets warmer.  Last year we held monthly games on a Saturday that were 
open to anyone who wanted to play and enjoyed by everyone who came along.  
They were great fun even when the weather was not particularly kind!  We also had 
some great evenings introducing the Brownies, Guides and Youth groups to 
Petanque.  We were also delighted to have been donated rope to divide the piste 
into two which allows us to play two games at once.
 
Petanque or boules is a fun game suitable for all abilities and ages. No experience 
or equipment is required. We play either as singles or in pairs or triples which 
makes it very sociable.
 
If you would like to �nd out more and join us once we start playing again, please 
contact sarah@del�nity.co.uk.
 

Thank you. 
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News from Barthol Chapel  
 
Barthol Chapel “Community Café in the kirk”
 
We   have had a good start to the year with both 
the January and February cafes attracting lots of 
folk. Thanks to our volunteers who have been 
baking and serving and washing up so 
enthusiastically. We have put £135 to 
Aberdeenshire North Foodbank from these two 
sessions. 
 
Next dates are Saturdays March 11th, April 8th, May 13th, June 10th . 
Do come and join in for a chat and a cake or two. 
 
Barthol Chapel Kirk closure 
 

We are sad to announce that our 
beautiful kirk is closing this year. 
However, we are keen to have as joyful a 
send-o� as possible. On Sunday June 
11 th we are holding our �nal service as a 
celebration Songs of Praise. This will be a 
joint morning service, held jointly with 
Tarves congregation, at 11.00am 
followed by a chance to reminisce over a 
bowl of soup and a pudding. Please join 
us and spread the word to any others with 
links to Barthol Chapel too. 
We hope to include your favourite hymns 

and songs in the service and to also have a display of photos and memories of 
people and events. Please send any suggestions and contributions to Helen 
Mennie helen.c.mennie@gmail.com
 
Community Venue Project 
 
At present there is a small working group looking at taking over the kirk and 
changing it into a community venue. It is at an early stage and we need 
community feedback on the viability of the scheme. We will be holding a 
community event for views and further information in March. If you think you 
would like to come to activities or even provide an activity or event in the future in 
the kirk building then let us know and come along in March. 
 
Details will be on the Barthol Chapel website soon. BIG Project | bartholchapel 
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Finger knitting

For more information contact: carolinefyp@outlook.com 

Bottle �owers

Woven craft sticks

Wool tassel �owers
Pipe cleaners &
lolly sticks

Pipe cleaner

creations

Decorated stones

Recycled bottle art �owers
Pipe cleaners
& lolly sticks

You are invited to get creative and add to our
Community Easter Garden at Tarves Kirk

20th March - 11th April

Tickets from tickets@haddochildrenstheatre.org.uk or Skiddle.com
Haddo Children’s Theatre presents

Thursday 16th & Friday 17th March - 7pm
Saturday 18th & Sunday 19th March - 2.30pm

Haddo House Hall
Adults £7.50 Children/Concessions £5.00 

Tickets from tickets@haddochildrenstheatre.org.uk or skiddle.com
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Call your now local Geordie tradesman of nearly 40 years’ 
experience, located on your doorstep in Barthol Chapel 

07719672589 

Email - solutions@wraithy.co.uk 

Website - Wraithy.co.uk 

Security, Electrical, Smart Technology  

& Bespoke Controls 

From smart control of gates & garage doors to fault 
�nding in complex control systems.  

State of the art wireless security systems 
                      to automated lighting 

Linked Smoke Alarms & Carbon Monoxide detectors  

 

Sound system installations to PA rental  

Or if you just need a plain and simple electrical 
maintenance, service or repair  
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 2023 is well under way with lots of fun and busy weeks to date. We’ve made 
sock puppet dragons for Chinese New Year, bird feeders as part of RSPB Big 
Garden bird watch and played games centred around 'NOT talking'! for Time to 
Talk Day, highlighting how things can often be so much less challenging when we 
can and do talk! 
Several Brownies enjoyed a sleepover at Skyline trampoline park bouncing late 
into the night and sleeping on the trampolines!   We joined with Tarves Guides on 
Sunday 26 February to lead the Thinking Day service at Tarves Church.  The girls 
did an amazing job sharing their prayers and pledges for peace. 
The rest of our term is full of exciting activities such as making zip wires for our 
teddies, celebrating International Women’s Day and tasty treats for Mother’s Day, 
as well as a much-anticipated trip to Haddo Children theatres production of Olivia 
starring many of our members.  
1st Tarves Brownies (for girls aged 7-10) meet on a Wednesday evening 6.15-
7.30pm at Tarves Primary School. Please email Tarvesbrownies@gmail.com for 
further information or check out https://www.girlguiding.org.uk 
 

Below is picture of Brownie sleepover at Trampoline Park 
 

 

 

 

1st Tarves Brownies 



www.munrostovesandsweeps.co.uk

Malcolm Munro : 07854 669170
malcolm@munrostovesandsweeps.co.uk

      •  Stove Installations, Servicing & Repairs
•  Traditional Sweeping  •  Power Sweeping
•  Cowls             •  Bird Guards 
•  Nest Removal    •  CCTV Check
                             •  Fully Insured

M
un

ro
 S

toves and Sw
eeps
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Haddo House Choral and Operatic Society  
 We are well underway with preparations for our 2023 Spring Concert. The 

Programme is Faure’s Requiem, with Benjamin Britten’s “Te Deum in C” and 
James MacMillan’s “Who Shall Separate Us” which was written for the Queen’s 
Funeral Ceremony.  
 
By the time you read this we shall have had a Come and Sing Day in Ellon but 
don’t worry if you missed it.  If you enjoy singing, come along and give it a try, we 
rehearse in The Peatyards, Haddo on Thursdays at 7.30pm.  
 
There are no auditions to join, you just need to enjoy music and come with 
enthusiasm, you don’t even need to read music but it is great if you can. 
For more details, keep an eye on our social media:  
 
Website: www.hhcos.org.uk/  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/hhcos  
Instagram: www.instagram.com/haddo/choral/  
We look forward to seeing you. 
 

Olivia at Haddo – March 2023 
 Haddo Childrens Theatre are proudly looking forward to bringing a very special 
stage show called ‘Olivia’ to the stage at Haddo House Hall on Thursday 16th

 

till 
Sunday 19th March. 
 
This brilliant and innovative show, set in Victorian times, traces the steps of Olivia, 
from downtrodden orphan to star of the stage. On her journey to the bright lights 
of London, she is befriended by Eliza Doolittle [from "My Fair Lady"] and, after a 
series of adventures, becomes a singer in a new Gilbert and Sullivan show, 
thanks to the unlikely assistance of Fagin and The Artful Dodger (Oliver).  
 
Haddo Children’s Theatre were in the dress rehearsal stage of Olivia when Covid 
struck and shut down the country - so we are delighted to be revisiting this 
wonderful show and look forward to “welcamin you to Landan wiv all the to�s n’ 
common folk”.  
 
The show is running from Thursday 16 - Sunday 19 March 2023, and tickets 
priced £7.50 for adult and £5.00 child/concession are available by: 
 

email: tickets@haddochildrenstheatre.org.uk, and on skiddle.com. 
 

If you’d like further information about our organisation, please get in touch - 
info@haddochildrenstheatre.org.uk 

Graham Wilson 
Director 
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www.amigoaberdeen.co.uk
info@amigoaberdeen.co.uk

At AMIGO we have over 10 years experience in all types of electrical work, working innovatively
and e�ciently for our customers always ensuring the highest of standards.

Established in 2020, we o�er services for all kinds of Electrical Installations.

Quality installations
at Friendly prices 

 Operating in Aberdeenshire
& surrounding areas

 
24/7-365 Emergency

Call Out Service

T : 07826 067029

DOMESTIC
Rewires

Heating Systems
Fault �nding

Inspection & Testing Certi�cation
Solar

New  Builds
PAT Testing

Legionella Checks

INDUSTRIAL
Motors

Machinery Supplies
Fault Diagnosis

Generators
Certi�cation

Solar
PAT testing

COMMERCIAL
O�ce  Refurbishment

Lighting Design
Data Cabling

Panel Building
Emergency Lighting

Fire Alarms
Ventilation

COVERING

THE TARVES &

BARTHOL CHAPEL

AREAS

24/7-365



 47Tarves & Barthol Chapel Newsletter : March 2023

Happy New Year – but it’s March
already - why not come and join us at a 
meeting and volunteer to help in a project 
or suggest a new project? 
 
Meetings are held on 2nd Sunday of the 

month - 3.30 pm for a chat and 4-5 pm to discuss our activities and make plans.  
The other occasions that we meet up are for "doing" things.  Including preparing 
packs for the clothing bank, planting crocuses for End Polio Now, going to the 
cinema, distributing and �lling Shoeboxes to spread a little happiness, 
volunteering at the monthly Methlick Conversation Cafe, a weekly walking group, 

etc, etc.   
 
We love the "doing" bit. 
Examples of the 
projects/events that we 
undertook in 2022 included – 
decorating a house for a 
Ukrainian family, holding “An 
Introduction to Suicide 
Prevention” evening, getting 
the Methlick Conversation 

Café up and running, successfully putting in a £35,000 application for “Access 
Bikes”, holding a plant/produce swap, being part of a beach clean, and of course 
continuing the good work of the Clothing Bank – 
which included being part of a new pilot project “Just 
Ask”. 
 
We have also twinned with a Rotary Club in Kharkiv 
and have successfully been awarded a Rotary 
disaster grant of $25,000 to purchase laptops to 
allow children in Ukraine to continue with their school 
studies.   A Global Giving page was also created to 
raise funds for wood heaters for Ukraine – and 
$30,000 has been raised so far.  This will make a 
signi�cant di�erence to families lives during extreme 
winter conditions. Hopefully this has just given you a snapshot of what we do in 
our community and internationally.  

 
To �nd out when our next meeting is please contact ythanvalleyrotary@gmail.com 
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ELECTRICAL DIVISIONPLUMBING DIVISION JOINERY DIVISIONTelevison, Audio, & Security

T : 01358 293104   T : 07710 006225
info@homesystemscotland.co.uk

www.homesystemscotland.co.uk

TELEVISION, AUDIO & SECURITY

Are you on Facebook?

WE COVER ABERDEEN, SHIRE & THE NORTH EAST

domestic and commercial services to a wealth of customers across the North East. 

meet all your requirements and more in your home or business.

Like, Share & Leave a Review on our Facebook page
to be entered into a special prize draw. /homesystemsscotland

• Kitchens & Bathrooms
• Boiler Services 
• Outdoor Taps
• Leaks & Drains 

• Kitchens & Bathrooms
• Stairways 
• Windows & Doors
• Internal & External 

•Fault Finding  
•PAT Testing     
•LED Lighting  
•Sockets & Switches  

•TV Wallmounts   
•Aerial & Satellite  
•Audio Systems   
•CCTV  •Security Systems

We c
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Udny Station Indoor Bowling Club 
 
The Club continues to meet every Monday and Thursday evenings in the Youth 
Hall in Tarves from 7.30 – 9.30pm and the current season �nishes in mid-April. 
 
The Club competitions are well underway with the 
singles and doubles completed and the triples still to 
be contested. The Hat Night competition will be 
closely fought with a few members still in with a 
shout! The outcome will be known in the next few 
weeks. 

 
John Dickson 
01651 851317 
 

Tarves Folk Club 
 
The Club continues to meet on the last Friday of every month in the Aberdeen 
Arms from 8.30pm. Because our �rst open mic night in November last year was 
so successful, we decided to hold another one on Friday 24th February 2023 with 
folk club members and friends as well as a guest act, singer Dave Mason, which 
we hope we hope will be equally successful. 
 
The 8th Tarves Rant, which has been delayed from 2020 due to covid 
restrictions, will take place this year on Saturday 15th April 2023.  
 
As before, it is hoped to have some members of the club singing bothy and 
traditional type songs in Tarves Heritage Centre from 2.00pm and, at the same 
time there will be an informal music session in the Aberdeen Arms Hotel. Entry is 
free to both these sessions and all singers, musicians and listeners are very 
welcome. 
 

Our evening concert in the Melvin Hall will start at 
7.30pm and entry is £10 per person, pay at the door. It 
is a bring your own bottle event and there will be a ra�e 
during the interval. This year’s concert will feature two 
very special acts who have been part of previous Tarves 
Rants, Paul Anderson and Shona Donaldson and 
Sylvia Barnes and Sandy Stanage.  Both duos were 
very well received by appreciative audiences. 

 
Please come along on 15th April 2023 and support your local Folk Club if you can. 
 

01651 851317 
John Dickson 
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Bar  •  Restaurant  •  Rooms  •  Takeaways
T : 01651 851214

/aberdeenarms1810

Monday - Thursday  •  5pm-9pm
Friday - Saturday  •  Noon-2pm & 5pm-9pm

Sunday  •  Noon-8pm 



Do you struggle with Maths?  Are you flummoxed by
algebra or bamboozled by calculus?

Gain confidence with our personalised tutoring experience
for all levels of Maths in a patient and relaxed environment.

No question too trivial.

Email or phone today to book your first lesson, and let us
help you succeed

'*Online tuition available*'

Jane & Amy Collinson craigdammaths@gmail.com
01651 851233 PVG registered and DBS checked
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All vehicle repairs cars, commercials and classic cars 

Servicing and general maintenance 

Air conditioning service and recharge

Tel: 01651 851833

MOT preparation and testing

Tyres, wheel alignment, and tyre pressure warning light repairs

Commercial 6 weekly inspections or any schedule you need 

www.dinneswoodgarage.co.uk
info@dinneswoodgarage.co.uk

A family run business committed to providing a
high quality service at reasonable prices on all

makes and models of cars and vans.

KEEPING

YOU ON 

THE MOVE
REPAIRSSERVICINGMOTs
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Friends of Wood RecyclAbility SCIO 
Registered by OSCR as a charity in Scotland 

Registration No: SC050548  
 

Do you have time to support a local charity? 
 

Friends of Wood RecyclAbility SCIO was established to support 
Wood Recyclability in Pitmedden. Wood Recyclability is a social 
enterprise which provides work opportunities for adults with 
additional needs by recycling waste wood and plastics.  

 
FOWR are currently looking for Trustees. It is an opportunity to make a positive di�erence by 
supporting and enhancing the local community and preserving the rich heritage of Wood 
Recyclability. 
 
We are particularly interested in receiving applications from individuals with marketing and social 
media, fundraising, business development and �nance or sales and communication skills. No 
previous Trustee experience is required. 
 
For more information email hello@FOWR.org.uk     We look forward to hearing from you. 
 

 
Final articles and advertising dates for 2023 newsletters 

 
June 2023 edition
September 2023 edition �nal copy date - Monday 14 August 2023 
December 2023 edition �nal copy date - Monday 13 November 2023  
 

Reminders will be sent out two weeks and one week before submission dates. 
 
Articles and any related photos should include your name/contact details
and forwarded to Ruth  Nisbet at tbc.editor@btinternet.com – thank you. 
 

Advertising rates have been set for 2023, but due to rising paper costs, we have had to 
increase our charges by approx 1/3rd.  All adverts will be in colour, black and white welcome 
too - price is the same for all.  Prices include advert design if required. 
 

Whole page    £33.00 – portrait format
Half page     £20.00 – landscape format 
Quarter page    

 

Adverts should be sent to both 
 tbc.editor@btinternet.com and dem.brown@btinternet.com

Thank you for using our newsletter to advertise your services/businesses. 

�nal copy date - Monday 15 May 2023 

128mm (w) x 190mm (h)
128mm (w) x 90mm (h)
60mm (w) x 90mm (h) £13.00 – portrait format 
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Aspen Cottage Studio,
Tarves,

Aberdeenshire
AB41 7JY

Studio: 01224 390689
Home: 01651 851774
Mobile: 07866 771144
info@artier.design

You want to see a sample of our work?    You’re looking at it!
We are proud to have been entrusted with the Design & Print
of this publication for Tarves & Barthol Chapel Newsletter.

UNBEATABLE NEW BUSINESS START UP 
OR BUSINESSES RE-BRANDING PACKAGES

Website Design & Hosting, Stationery, Flyers, Folded Brochures,
Business Cards, Postcards, PVC & Pop Up Banners, Advertising,

Stapled Booklets, Logo Design, Gift Vouchers, NCR Sets, 
Editable PDF Forms, Magazines, Corporate Clothing & Gifts...

Web Design        •       Print       •        Graphic Design

Design 
  & Print

Everything for Print for Printing Everything  •  Everything for Design for Designing Everything
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Udny Climate Week North East 
  
Climate Week North East is almost on us again –  
Friday 24 March to Sunday 2 April 
Co-ordinated by North East Climate Action Network, CWNE is 10 
days packed with interesting events across Aberdeen and 
Aberdeenshire. It's designed to engage, in a fun way, communities 
and individuals in reducing our carbon footprints, living sustainably and 
increasing biodiversity. Plenty of events for all the family. 
Download the brochure here- https://climateweeknortheast.org/ 
 
Events being organised by Udny Climate Action 
Tree planting 
Join us on Saturday 25th March to plant a selection of wildlife friendly trees donated by the 
Woodland Trust at various places across the Parish and check last year's plantings.
 For details keep an eye on our Facebook page or website. 
Upping Our Game 
On Friday 31st March come to an informal evening, with refreshments, wine and snacks.
Hear what we have done to date and tell us what to do next and how we can make  Udny net zero.
At the Medan Centre at 7-30pm. For details see our Facebook page or website. 
Swap Shop 
Another of our popular swap shops, run in conjunction with Udny Community Trust,
 will be held on Sunday 2  April at the Medan Centre in Pitmedden (see separate panel for details) 
 
http://climateaction.udny.org   https://www.facebook.com/UdnyClimateAction/ 
 

 
Do you need help or do know anyone who 

needs helps with transport to
 appointments or shopping? 

 
Our dedicated volunteers help take people to medical 
appointments or social appointments. This can be to a 

hospital appointment; your GP; dentist; opticians or to visit a family member in a 
care home; a social group or hairdressers!  We can take someone further a�eld to 
a hospital appointment such as to Aberdeen Royal In�rmary.  
 
We can also help with shopping by a volunteer doing your shop (shop and drop) 
or you can go with a volunteer (assisted shopping). If you would like to be linked 
to a friendly volunteer to call you regularly for a chat, Royal Voluntary Service can 
�nd someone for you. 
 
There is a small charge to using the transport or shopping services.  
 
Please contact the Grampian Team on 01467 626012 to arrange your requirements.  
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Presly Pest Control Ltd
Independent Specialists

in all aspects of Pest Control for
North East Scotland

High calibre fully trained staff.
High-level contact.  No sales staff.

Contract work & tenders welcome.
Initial site survey non chargeable

01651 851234 spresly@aol.com

Mains of Auquhorthies, Oldmeldrum,
Inverurie, Aberdeenshire  AB51 8DQ

www.scot-clad.co.uk

T : 01888 544314       M : 07801 584588
E-mail  stuart.scotclad@gmail.com

4 Main Street, Cuminestown  AB53 5YJ

Established 1999     Over 30 years experience

Local specialists in PVC

Guttering - Dry Verge
Rotten Timber Removed

Also High Performance PVC Windows & Doors
in a choice of colours.

For a free estimate and survey call Stuart...

 SCOT   CLAD
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The Hut (located in the portacabin 
behind Tarves primary school) is open 
to all young people of academy age on 
a Monday night 7-9pm during term 
time. We o�er a warm, dry, safe space 
to hang out with friends and take part in 
a variety of fun, sociable activities, 

games and challenges. Please do encourage your young person to come along 
and �nd out what we get up to, it’s all free!   

 
Thank you to ‘Just Giving: Magic little grants’ for 
recent funding to support this project. 
We �nished the Christmas term with a very 
enjoyable trip to The Locked Door Escape 
rooms in Aberdeen with transport generously 
provided by Simpson coaches. A great evening 
was had by all and well done to all the young 
people involved for their enthusiasm and perseverance!  
 
Activities this year have included developing our chopstick skills for Chinese New 
Year, making popcorn for International popcorn day and taste testing pancakes 
for shrove Tuesday! Challenges and activities centred around ‘not’ talking helped 
highlight the importance of talking and checking in with friends for our mental 
health for Time to talk day on the 2nd February.  
 
We are looking forward to helping Formartine Youth Project with the community 
garden for Easter, making tasty treats for Mother’s Day, being part of the popular 
school summer fete on 20th May and as the evenings get warmer and brighter 
getting outside to make use of our �re pit and sports equipment.  
 
Please follow us on Facebook: The hut youth project Tarves and
Instagram the_hut_tarves to �nd out more about what we 
get up to. We can be contacted at 
thehutyouthproject@gmail.com 

The Hut 
thehutyouthproject@gmail.com 
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Mindfulness / Meditation

Holiday Clubs

Adult Monthly Wellbeing Sessions

Birthday Parties

Services Include

ASN Sessions

Monthly Clubs

Our Site
Near Methlick

Our site Includes a fire
circle, spaces for den
building, zip slide,
assault course,
hammocks, trees to
climb, chill out tent
and many other
opportunities to
explore, play and relax. 
Parking available and
very short walk to site.
Access to outdoor
toilet. 

Fireflies Nurture & Thrive have sessions
for all ages at our site near Methlick.
Spend time in nature to nurture and
thrive.

Give children the opportunity to play
in a safe environment, learn new skills
and make friends. Easter holiday clubs
now available to book via our website.

Adult REBALANCE sessions, crystal
healing, meditation and nature
connection.

WWW.FIREFLIESNURTUREANDTHRIVE.CO.UK

T: 07827 209654
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Colin Taylor Slating and roo�ng 28 01651 851395 
Thistle & Grey Luxury home fragrances 12 07968 469361 
Tolquhon Gallery Gallery 8 01651 842343 
E Watson Joinery Quality joinery solutions 51 07854 105608 

Wraithy Technical Solutions Security, technology & smart 
solutions 42 07719 672589 

 

Useful Contact Details 
 

Rev Dr Alison Swindells,   Minister       01651 851295 
Ellon Foodbank Centre        07562 914986 

Ellon Men’s Shed        01358 725849 

Formartine Youth Project (FYP) carolinefyp@outlook.com  

Inverurie Foodbank Centre       07967 364600 

Melvin Hall Bookings, J Reville      07807 280913 

Tarves Brownies  tarvesbrownies@gmail.com   

Tarves Community Council  tcc.chairman@tarves.org.uk  01651 851112 

Tarves Development Trust tdt@tarves.org.uk  07717 564607 

TBC Articles & advertising tbc.editor@btinternet.com 

Udny Climate Action  climate_action_admin@udny.org 

Royal Voluntary Service – for transport to appointments   01467 626012 

Youth Hall Bookings, S Bichard      01651 851345 

 
Jane Thom Bequest 

 
Mrs Jane Thom was born at Craigdam.  She died in the 1930s and left a modest 
bequest which is now managed by a local committee. The terms of the trust state 
that funds were intended to be disbursed to persons of any age residing in the 
Parish of Tarves who may have a legitimate need and would otherwise �nd 
di�culty. To date we have funded a wide variety of individuals and would 
encourage persons of any age to make an application if they feel they have a 
legitimate need. All approaches will be considered and dealt with in the strictest of 
con�dence by the committee.  
 
To apply contact Bob Davidson (Chairman) Tel 01651 851112 
TCC.Chairman@tarves.org.uk  or Julie Main gram.haddohv@nhs.scot or 
alternatively, by post or self-delivery marked private and con�dential to Jane 
Thom Bequest, CC Post Box, Tarves Post O�ce, The Square, Tarves, Ellon, 
AB41 7GX. 



Speciality Co ee, Cra  Beer, Cocktails & Fine Food
made from local produce

Ellon

Udny

Mon - Wed
Thurs
Fri & Sat
Sun

Mon - Thurs
Fri - Sun

10am - 4pm
10am - 9pm
9am - 10pm
10am - 4pm

10am - 4pm
9am - 4pm

Udny, AB41 7PQ
01651 842253

For menus, masterclass information
and more, visit our website:

www.thecoffeeapothecary.co.uk

21 The Square, Ellon, AB41 9JB
01358 721946



t: 01651 842332 / 01651 842849
m: 07720 444718
e: info@grantplumbingandheating.co.uk
w: www.grantplumbingandheating.co.uk

 • KITCHENS  • BATHROOMS
• BOILER CHANGES  • CENTRAL HEATING

CONTACT US FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

C10496 502173

t :   01651 842332 / 01651 842849
m : 07720 444718
e  : info@grantplumbingandheating.co.uk
w : www.grantplumbingandheating.co.uk 

GRANT

YOUR OIL HEATING SPECIALISTS

PLUMBING

HEATING
&

Oil Boilers Serviced
& Commissioned

Oil Tanks Supplied & Fitted


