
July 2020 

 Dear Friends 

I thought it might be time for another letter to keep you up-to-date with the Church news.   

You will no doubt have heard that the Scottish Government and the Church of Scotland have agreed 
that, subject to certain conditions, some church buildings can now open for private prayer and funerals.  
There are good reasons for these conditions, which are very stringent, and it is with regret that Session 
have agreed that we are not in a position to meet them.  As a result, with some permitted exceptions, 
the sanctuary and the Youth Hall remain closed for the time being.  The situation is of course 
constantly changing and we are keeping things under review. 

In the meantime we continue to hold short gatherings for worship on Zoom on a Sunday morning.  
Over the summer these will be shared with Barthol Chapel and will open at 9.45am.  Between the two 
congregations we have been able to put together a team of musicians and technical people who are 
learning to cope admirably, despite the quality of the internet in this part of the world.  Those who have 
joined us for these gatherings have enjoyed the opportunity they offer for worship and fellowship.    
You do not need a computer to join in – you can access the service with your land-line or a mobile 
phone.   Everyone is welcome and further details can be obtained from Susanna Bichard Tel 851345 
or e-mail smbichard@aol.com.   

Sadly we are unable to offer our usual holiday club for children this summer but Ellon Parish Church, 
have invited us to join their Kirk Fest on-line.  This runs from 6 - 12 July and further details are on the 
Church website and Facebook page.  While some activities are specifically for children and families 
there is something for everyone during the course of the week.  Why not take a look. 

Pastorally, can I assure you that as elders and minister, we are available for you.  The care for the 
community project continues and we are grateful for the efforts of volunteers and the continuing 
donations from the community.  If you know if anyone who might appreciate some help please contact 
Ruth Tel 851887. 

Finally, it may interest you to know that we are putting this time when we are locked out of our 
buildings to good use.  We are proceeding with the long awaited upgrade and installation of AV 
equipment in anticipation of our return to worship in the Church.  Our hope is that this will not only 
enhance the experience of worship but also open new opportunities for mission in the future.  The 
Youth Hall Refurbishment team are also pressing forward with permissions and tenders for the project 
in so far as construction work is currently allowed. 

As we move cautiously out of lockdown I wish you all a good summer – an opportunity to begin the 
recovery process from what has been a very traumatic experience for many.  Hopefully come the 
autumn we will be able to meet again in person.  In the meantime I continue to hold you all in my 
thoughts and prayers. 

Alison I Swindells,  Minister
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